
A Christian Outreach Ministry 
for Youth & Adults

Spend a week in mission & service
at Twinlow Camp in Northern Idaho!

June 20-26, 2010

PLEASE - DIRECT TO YOUTH LEADERS

Need more info about PNCC?
Call us, write us, e-mail, or visit us
www.twinlowcamp.org/Events/pncc.htm
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A Christian Outreach Ministry 
for Youth & Adults

Youth Service Ministry
Application Packet

2010

Our Primary Goals at PNCC are:

�= Bring youth and adults together to form a Christian community for the purpose of 
serving God and better knowing, as Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

�= Spread the love of Christ in the larger community through service to people in 
need.

�= Provide opportunities for youth to practice leadership skills, witness to their faith 
and grow in spiritual maturity.

What is Pacific Northwest Cross Connection?

Pacific Northwest Cross Connection (PNCC) is a Christian service project for youth groups and their 
adult leaders.  PNCC was started in 1997, with our first camp in the summer of 1998.  We are planning 
our 12th summer with camp being held June 20-26, 2010, at Twinlow Camp. Youth groups unable to 
make those dates are invited to come out on their own depending on site availability.  Each work group 
is sent into the field to perform minor home repair tasks such as porch construction, repairing a roof, 
painting a home, yard work, and miscellaneous chores.  A strong emphasis is placed on interacting with 
the families we work for, to help show us that all people have many types of needs, not just the more 
visible, physical needs.  

PNCC is interdenominational in nature, with a broad range of churches attending from Washington, 
Idaho, Oregon, and beyond.  We are a camping outreach ministry.  Our niche is a bit different from most 
mission work.

PNCC is a ministry of Twinlow Camp 
& Retreat Center, a United Methodist
camp in northern Idaho. Attending 
youth groups: 1) experience the 
connected-ness of living in a Christian 
community; 2) gain skills in sharing 
God’s love with those in need around 
Twinlow; and 3) gain confidence in 
their abilities to complete home repair 
projects. They participate in a ministry 
that has proven to be a truly life-
changing and holy experience in 
mission outreach. 
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What can we expect?

What will you experience at Pacific Northwest Cross Connection?  What should you expect it to be like?  
Well, in short, expect to have a one-of-a-kind hands-on mission experience.  It will be a unique, thrilling, 
potentially life-altering, meaningful, spiritually charged week. You will find the days to be hot, long, and 
full of hard work and sweat. You will learn to build and do things you did not think you could do before. 
Also expect to meet some other very special folks – families we will work for in northern Idaho and 
eastern Washington, dedicated youth and adult campers, and an enthusiastic, hard-working group of 
college-aged young people who make up the camp staff.

A week at Pacific Northwest Cross Connection can provide many opportunities for those who participate. 
It is a time to experience new challenges, meet new people from different youth groups, grow in your 
faith and share your growing faith with others. Along with providing home repair for needy families in the 
communities surrounding Twinlow Camp in north Idaho, participants learn the meaning of truly being in 
service.

Camp life means building Christian community through sharing, worship, singing, working, and playing. 
The entire experience helps us discover that to be a Christian does not mean boring, dull, or unexciting. 
Being a Christian is fun and exhilarating. Being a Christian is not like riding a lawn mower, it's like riding 
a roller coaster!

Preparing to be in ministry can be a very exciting opportunity for those who commit themselves to 
serving the Lord.  Once we receive your Group Application and Deposit, we will send you the Camper 
Preparation Manual.  It is important for each person participating in PNCC this summer to prepare 
themselves for being in ministry.

Typical Daily Schedule
7:00 am Wake-Up
7:30 Breakfast
8:00 Announcements, Cleanup
8:05 Morning Watch
8:25 Major Group meetings
8:45 CMTs load tools/pick up lunches
9:00 CMTs head out of camp with first aid kits, directions to hospitals, etc.
3:00-5:00 pm CMTs back in (preferably between 4:00 and 5:00)

Return tools to shed
Time to stretch, relax & maybe take a shower
Waterfront time when work allows (swimming, boating, or tubing)

6:00 Supper
6:45 Announcements, Mail call, Cleanup
7:00 Sharing

WORSHIP
8:00 Structured free time / entertainment
9:30 Evening Campfire
10:30 Quiet time
11:00 Lights out
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Comments about the Ministry …
“I have never been to a camp where God hit so fast…” -- youth camper, Kennewick First UMC – Kennewick, WA

“It’s amazing what can be done when five or six strong Christians are put together – the love that was shown was 
unbelievable.  I came here not knowing how to do most of what we did, and then we built this amazing, huge porch!  
I’m leaving now knowing I can do anything…” -- youth camper, First UMC – Kelso, WA

“I’m coming back without a doubt!  There was never a moment that I didn’t feel completely loved.  I saw God’s love 
in everyone here this week…thank you.” – youth camper, Shelton UMC – Shelton, WA

“All the people we worked for this week were so thankful for what we did for them.  But I think I’m the one that is 
leaving more thankful than anyone else…” – youth camper, Westside Church – Richland, WA

“Please tell those kids that I can’t thank them enough for what they’ve done for me.  I saw Jesus in each and every 
one of them.  Now I need to find something else for them to do next year!” – Marie Mackey, special lady we worked 
for in Spirit Lake, ID

“They heard I needed some help…They knocked down all my weeds, mowed, fixed my humidifier, cleaned my 
decks and stained them, brought me lunch, gave me flowers, swept my garage and kept asking what more could 
they do. I was overwhelmed with their generosity, their professionalism, their honesty and manners, and their 
willingness to tackle any and all chores I couldn’t seem to do” – Jerry Vickers from Sandpoint, ID

Q&A about camping with Pacific Northwest Cross Connection

Who can come? Christian youth groups are welcome and encouraged to attend. The only other 
requirements are that, at a minimum, you must  be entering the 7th grade and at least 12 years old 
or older , and that you are willing and ready to serve God in a very special way.  

Where do we stay? At Twinlow Camp and Retreat Center in Northern Idaho. Twinlow is located 
on pine-covered grounds on glistening Lower Twin Lake northwest of Coeur d’Alene, ID and just 5 miles 
north of Rathdrum, ID.  Twinlow is a special place where the trees stand tall, the mountains embrace, 
and water is abundant.  Twinlow Camp is a natural space, set apart, to explore God’s love and 
experience Christian community.

When do we get to camp?  Between 2:00 – 3:00 p.m. on Sunday afternoon!   There is 
much to do and learn on Sunday.  It is very important that everyone in your group be present and open 
to learn about the week, how things work and your roles in the week. Work teams are formed on 
Sunday.  Come with an attitude of openness & service.  And look forward to having fun!

Can I/we come to camp for a few days and then leave early?  NO!  We need for all 
of you to stay in camp for the entire time. If you cannot commit yourself to coming to camp on Sunday 
morning and leaving on Saturday morning, then PNCC is not right for you at this time.

Who is in charge at camp?  Our camp staff is!  Our staff is composed of trained and 
dedicated college aged adults. 

How are work teams formed? Each Camper Mission Team (or CMT) is a balanced mixture of 
genders, ages, church groups, and construction experience.

What is the adult camper role?  The adult camper is: a role model for the youth; provides 
safety conscience to each work team; helps others see God at work; provides small group guidance; 
ensures all youth are in bed at night.  
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Adults & Youth Work Together
Adults are very important to the success of our camp week.  Our camps simply cannot function 
without all the adults FULLY participating.  Adults are members of work teams and drive work teams to 
their work sites during the days, and put kids to bed at night.  The adults help get youth involved in 
decision-making.  Adults gain a better understanding of their own youth groups (during training at 
home), as well as youth in general (while at camp); and youth gain many leadership skills and become 
more comfortable in working with adults.  Adults also provide small group guidance and safety 
conscience! 

We appreciate the sacrifices many adults must make to accompany their youth on a trip such as PNCC.  
We are also positive that adults can have a very meaningful experience at PNCC, too.  Our staff is there 
to take the leadership responsibilities from the adults as much as possible.  We want adults to be able to 
relax and enjoy their time at camp, although they are ALWAYS participating in everything.  Of course, 
our staff relies on adults for: feedback; making sure things go safely and smoothly on the work sites; to 
set a good example; pointing out how God is working in every situation; and for assistance at lights out 
time in the evenings.

Who is considered an adult for PNCC?  Adults are at least the age of 25, and considered mature .  
Use your church guidelines.  We need and want for our adults to have a fun time in camp, but also to 
provide a positive, responsible, respectful EXAMPLE for others.

Why do we need adults?  Most, if not all adults, will serve as drivers for the work teams.  They will point 
out how God is working throughout the work day; they will participate in all camp activities, and help 
others participate in appropriate ways.  

How many adults must we have?  Each group attending Pacific Northwest Cross Connection must 
have a ratio of, at least, one driving adult for every five youth or non-driving PNCC campers.  They must 
also have a vehicle to hold all those people and their tools.  

Vehicle and Tool Information

Each youth group must bring a certain number of tools and vehicles.  The number of vehicles and tools 
required is determined by the group size.  A list of the tools needed, giving the number your group will be 
required to bring, will be provided to your group in the Camper Manual, and mailed after receipt of your 
first payment.

How many vehicles must we bring?  Each group is required  to furnish one vehicle for every six 
participants .  Please notice that the number of vehicles correlates with the number of adults needed.  
These will be the vehicles that your driving adults will transport their work teams in during the work day.

What kind of vehicles do we need to bring?  Vehicles must be capable of transporting six or seven 
people and the tools they will need during the work day.  Our experience has been that vans  are by far 
the best type of vehicle to bring.  Also acceptable are station wagons  or large vehicles .  Vehicles must 
comply with seat belt and other safety requirements so that each passenger is able to use a seat belt. 
PNCC cannot provide vehicles for groups.  Renting vans is an alternative, and should be considered 
when fund-raising begins.  Groups are responsible for all vehicle expenses including gasoline.

THE RULE OF ROUNDING UP!   (applies to Adults, Vehicles, and Tools)
What do you do if your numbers do not exactly meet our ratios?  Always round up!  For instance, if your 
group only has three youth or other non-driving members; you still need to provide the following:  one 
driving adult, and one vehicle capable of hauling 6 or 7 people plus their tools to the work sites.  For 
example, if you have 18 non-driving group members you need to provide:  Four driving adults, and four 
vehicles meeting the above specifications.  These numbers are absolutely needed to ensure an effective 
and positive camp experience.  If this creates a problem or questions, please call the Twinlow Office at 
(208) 687-1146!
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Financial Information
What is the COST to attend PNCC?  The cost is $325 ($375 will help fund more projects) for each 
person attending camp.  

What does that cost cover?  The camper fee is all inclusive.  That covers all meals from Sunday 
dinner through Saturday breakfast, sleeping accommodations, programming, Twinlow Watersports, 
staffing, postage, printing, and group preparation material.  The extra $50 above the base fee helps 
support building materials that we are unable to get donated.  We do receive some building materials 
donated by local businesses but supplies are limited due to the current high costs. Campers may wish to 
bring spending money for snacks, t-shirts and other items.

Payment System and Policy
Our payment policy is designed to assure that as many youth groups as possible have a chance to 
participate in this ministry experience.  All deadlines and fees should be met to avoid financial penalty, 
and potential loss of reservations.

Initial Deposit Fee:  A deposit of $100 per participant is due with the application. Space is reserved 
for the number of participants for whom you've paid.  Once your application is accepted and processed, 
this initial deposit is non-refundable after March 15, 2010 – we strongly encourage accurate estimates, 
and gaining commitments from your participants. NOTE: The deposit guarantees a place on our camp 
roster.  

Second Payment:  A second payment of $100 per person must be postmarked by eight (8) weeks 
prior to start of your camp week. Additionally, 8 weeks before start of camp you must make any changes 
necessary in your group size, in writing – your group will be responsible for paying the total $325.00 
camper fee for the number of persons for whom you make the second payment.  After this point, 
the balance due ($125 / per person) must be paid for each space reserved -- even if your actual number 
of participants is lower.  

Final Payment:  The final balance of $125 (or $175) per reserved space  (same as the number of 
people for whom you made a second payment) is due with your final roster & registration forms at least 
four weeks before your assigned camp week.  Failure to submit this payment and your paperwork
on time may result in forfeiture of reservations and your second payment fee (see Initial Deposit 
Fee for refund information) . PNCC will help in any way we can to prevent your loss of any payments.  

�= Groups who register for camp and then cancel after April 30 forfeit all made payments.

�= Adding members to your group after initial registration may be possible – but we can’t exceed our 
camp capacity of 80 campers.
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Application Procedure and Information

1. Read the entire application booklet and be aware of policies and requirements before completing 
application.  Upon acceptance of your application, you agree to meet the policies and requirements 
contained within this booklet.  We suggest reviewing the information enclosed in this pamphlet with 
your total youth group.

2. The group application must be reviewed and completed by the entire group, not just one person.  
This will encourage total group commitment.

3. Groups are accepted on a first come, first served basis, so get your DEPOSIT in early!

4. The minimum age requirement is entering 7th grade and at least 12 years of age.

5. You must have the proper ratio of driving adults to non-driving members of your group (1 to 5). 

6. You must have the proper number of vehicles.  Remember, vehicles must be capable of hauling 6 or 
7 people and their tools to work sites during the week.  Many groups need to rent vans to make the 
trip – factor this into your planning and fundraising for your trip. 

7. You will arrive in camp on Sunday afternoon and leave camp on Saturday morning.  Those who are 
unable to meet these requirements should not participate in PNCC.

8. The total camp community will be divided into work teams of 6 or 7 people and have a balance of 
ages, genders, skills, and church groups.  Your group will be added to the camp group, which is then 
divided into teams. New friendships are forged and community building skills are enhanced.

9. You will receive a camp week assignment shortly after returning your application.

10. You will receive camper training materials following receipt of deposit, or earlier, if you request it!

11. It is to your advantage to complete and submit applications as soon as possible; this will help ensure 
your group gets to participate in PNCC 2010 and increases chances of receiving your first 
preference of camp weeks.

12. Completed applications should be mailed, along with $100 for each participant, to:

Twinlow Camp & Retreat Center
Attn: PNCC

22787 N. Twinlow Rd.
Rathdrum, ID 83858

Most questions groups have may be found within this pamphlet, however, if you have questions, for 
which you are unable to find an answer – please contact Twinlow Camp at (208) 687-1146, or e-mail:
office@twinlowcamp.org. 

�h We encourage attending groups to have youth make a non-refundable payment when possible.  
This helps foster commitment on their part to coming to camp, and decreases the likelihood that 
your group will suffer financial penalty.
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Vehicles

Pacific Northwest Cross Connection
2010 Service Project Application

Read this entire brochure, familiarizing yourself with the policies, schedules, and ratios you agree to meet before 
completing this application.  A completed application, submitted with initial deposit which is accepted by Pacific 
Northwest Cross Connection, is your statement that you agree to abide by these policies, and meet our schedules 
and ratios.

Contact Information:  This person will receive all payment reminders, information, and other literature regarding 
PNCC ~ all of our contact will be with this person.

2010 Summer Camp Dates
Please indicate your choices.

Participants
Your application must reflect, as closely as possible, the actual number you expect to bring to camp (be realistic). 
Ages

=

Gender Vehicles
Try to give us a good estimate of the gender breakdown for your group Remember you must provide one suitable vehicle for every 6 total members of your 

group.  This number should be equal 
to the number of Adult Drivers you 
have.  Check to make sure you 
meet the Driving Adult requirement 
for a group of your size.  If not, your 
application may be returned.

Please complete the reverse side of this application

Church Name Church phone 

(           )

Church Address City / State / ZIP

E-mail Address

Conference Affiliation and District (only if United Methodist)

Name E-Mail 

Mailing Address City / State / ZIP

Home Phone 

(        )
Work Phone

(         )

13-15 yr. olds 16-18 yr. olds 19-21 yr. olds Adults (non-
drivers)

Adult Drivers

Total Participants

Female Male

Session 1, June 20-26

Note your tool color code if 
you have camped with us 
before:If you would like to come on your 

own, let us know what dates work 
best.
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Background Information

Financial Information

X   = 

We understand this initial deposit guarantees our reservation and is non-refundable after March 15, 2010. 

We understand our second payment of $100.00 per person is to be postmarked by eight (8) weeks prior to the start of our 
camp week. We also understand that should we need to reduce our reserved space (and not suffer financial penalty) we should 
do this 8 weeks before our camp starts.  If we fail to reduce our numbers by this time we understand that we must pay the 
total camper fee for the number of reserved spaces, no matter our actual numbers.  

** We understand that our final payment of $125.00 /per reserved space is due, along with our final roster, participant 
registration & medical release forms, in the office no later than 4 weeks prior to our camp week.  We realize our failure to do 
so may result in forfeiture of our reservations and our second payment (see Initial Deposit Fee for more refund information).  **

We understand we will receive reminder notices of all payments and due dates for any other needed information, well in 
advance of the actual due date.  

We have read, understand, and accept all payment policies, schedules, requirements and information of PNCC contained 
within this brochure.  We look forward to participating in PNCC 2010!

Youth Representative  

Date Print name Signature 

Adult Responsible  

Date Print name Signature

Senior Minister  
Date Print name Signature

Return your completed form to: Twinlow Camp & Retreat Center
Attn: PNCC
22787 N. Twinlow Rd.
Rathdrum, ID 83858

List and comment on any mission projects which your group has participated in within the past three years:

Why does your group want to be a part of PNCC?  And why did you choose PNCC rather than some other program?

Total Participants

$100.00
Initial Deposit Amount


